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The Pro Vice Chancellor the Charman of SRM Group, Chancellor, Kaviperarasau Vairamuthu, Scholar Silamboli 
Challappan and Poet Arivumathi at the event launch of Chancellor’s anthology of poetry.

The winner of the short Film Festival honored by Mr.Baghyaraj with the Dean (FSH),  
Pro Vice Chancellor, Chancellor and Mr.Pandiarajan looking on.
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SRM School of Management, 
Ramapuram organised a Faculty 
Development Program on 
“Data analysis for research in 
management and social sciences”. 
This program helps in enhancing 
knowledge in data analysis using 
SPSS and Amos and it was a 
three days workshop. Eminent 
resource persons were invited 
and participants from various 
parts of our country participated 
in this program.

On Day1 the Resource person 
invited was Dr.Jayanth Jacob, 
Assistant professor, Department 
of Management studies, Anna 
University who was the special 
guest of the day and for the 
inaugural program. Dr.C.Sundar, 
Head of the department, MBA 
gave the welcome address. Dean 
E&T and Dean S&H felicitated 

the gathering. The chief guest 
addressed the gathering with the 
topic “Introduction to Theory 
Building”. Then in the workshop 
he covered various topics related 
to Exercise on Theory building, 
Basic Statistics, Parametric & 
non parametric test, Linear and 
multiple regression.

Dr.P.Murugan, Assistant 
Professor, Department of 
Management studies, University 
of Hyderabad was the resource 
person for 2nd day of FDP. He 
covered the following topics 
Mediation analysis, Reconsidering 
Baron and Kenny mediation 
analysis, Moderation analysis, 
Testing Moderation analysis and 
interpreting graphs. Director 
General along with Dean(S&H) 
and HOD visited the venue 
during the session and interacted 
with the experts.

Dr.R.M.Harindranath, Data 
Analysis Expert, was the 
resource person for the 3rd 
day of FDP. He covered the 
topics on Confirmatory Factor 
Analysis, Structural equation 
modelling, Partial least squares 
–Structural equation modelling 
(PLS-SEM),  and Bayesian SEM. 
Dean(S&H) and HOD(MBA) 
visited the venue during session 
and interacted with expert.

Dean (S&H), HOD (MBA) 
and the experts distributed the 
certificates to the participants. 
The program was very much 
successful, participants gave 
excellent feedback regarding the 
program and was much happy 
that they were able to enhance 
their knowledge in this field and 
gained lot of experience in this 
Faculty Development Program.

FDP ON “Data Analysis for 
Research in Management 
and Social Sciences”

STAFF WRITER

The Chennai based alumni of 
SRM inaugurated the Chennai 
chapter of SRMIST Alumni 
Association recently under the 
auspices of the Hon. Chancellor 
Dr Paarivendhar at the Vadapalani 
campus, SRMIST. The event was 
attended by over 200 alumni 
from the city. The Chancellor 
interacted with the alumni and 
exhorted them to have an active 
chapter. He mentioned that the 
strength of the alumni is the 
strength of the Institute and 
that the University is growing 
continuously with top grades in 
NAAC and NIRF. He asked the 
alumni to share their knowledge 
with the students and to contribute 
by way of scholarships, book 
donations, etc. The highlight of 
the program was the Chancellor’s 
offer of discounts to alumni in 
SRM hospital, admission of 
wards to SRMIST and other 
sister concerns of SRM. He also 
reminded the alumni of their duty 
in voting for the right people 
in the upcoming elections. Prof 
Venkataramani, Director Alumni 
Affairs, Dr Leenus Martin, 

SRMIST Alumni 
Chennai chapter

Director Campus Life and Dr 
Duraivelu, Dean, Vadapalani 
campus felicitated the alumni. 
Mr Arokia Inian (1991 Mech), 
President, Chennai chapter and 
Director, Eminent Software and 
Solutions gave the welcome 
speech. Mr Kritik Abiram 
(1995 ECE), Director, Anjanas, 
gave the vote of thanks. The 
representative alumni ranged 
from the earliest batches of 
1989, 1990 and 1991 to the 
latest batches of 2017 and 2018. 
The Chancellor presented a 
copy of his book Paavendhar 
Kavithaigal to the alumni. A 
host of entertainment events 
was held with performances by 
alumni and students. The alumni 
reiterated their commitment to 
the alma mater and voiced their 
support for future events.

The Chancellor 
interacted with 
the alumni and 

exhorted them to 
have an active 

chapter.

Suffering of Syrian Refugees at Sea

Exceptional illustration by Dan Williams

SARVESH VISHNU  

Sometimes little can be 
overwhelmingly a lot. Nothing 
gives the above sentence more 
meaning than the following 
book:  Sea Prayer, a marvel 
of a book written by Khaled 
Hosseini and published in 2018 
by Bloomsbury Publishing. It 
is Hosseini’s response to the 
sufferings of the Syrian refugees. 

The novelist expresses his 
compelling feelings towards 
the heart wrenching stories of 

Syrian refugees after reading 
about Alan Kurdi, a three year 
old Syrian boy who drowned 
to death, on the second of 
September, 2015, attempting 
to flee to Europe from Syria. 
His body washed ashore on 
the Turkish shore. Nearly four 
thousand people were reported 
to have been consumed by the 
Mediterranean sea in the similar 
manner. Hosseini brings to its 
readers a glimpse of the sufferings 
of the refugees ingeniously planted 
on the basis of love, in the form 

of a letter from a father to his 
son. The book revolves around 
the melancholic and nostalgic 
experiences, the Syrian refugee 
father, had in his hometown, 
Homs, while his time in Syria. 
By mentioning intricate details 
such as the stirring of olive trees 
and the smell of fried kibbeh, 
he inculcated hope while he and 
his son waited to be rescued 
by a ship to take them across 
the sea to safety. Hosseini 
elucidates upon the sufferings of 
the victims all around the world 

and imparts hope with his work. 
It is impeccably accompanied 
by the exemplary illustrations 
by Dan Williams, seamlessly 
capturing the treacherous sea 

and the duped skies with his 
art. In times of despair “Sea 
Prayer” serves as a beacon of 
hope in this beckoning sky of 
pain and sufferings. 
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An anthology of poems penned 
by the Founder Chancellor of 
SRM Group of Educational 
Institutions, Dr. T. R. Paarivendhar 
was released and launched in 
a grand event at the Ramada 
Plaza, Chennai which was 
attended by a large number of 
poets, scholars and enthusiasts.

The event started with the 
welcome address of Dr. R. 
Balasubramanian, President of 
Tamil Perayam and Pro VC of 
SRM Institute of Science and 
Technology. He pointed out 
that there was yet another facet 
to Dr. Paarivendhar that has 
not yet been well known – his 
fascination and passion for Tamil 
poetry from a very early young 
age. “Dr. Paarivendhar is not 
just an academic, educationist, 
philanthropist, social activist 
and social reformer. He is a 
poet as well who has penned 
on a number of themes”

The Founder Chancellor’s 
anthology of poetry was released 
by the renowned Padma Bhushan 
Shri Kaviperarasu Vairamuthu 
and the first copy was received 
by yet another renowned poet 
Shri Arivumadhi.

Wi th  Dr.  S i lambol i  S . 
Chellappan gracing the occasion 

Kaviperarasu Vairamuthu releases SRM 
Founder Chancellor’s anthology of poetry

many eminent scholars felicitated 
Dr. Paari Vendhar on the launch 
of his book. In his own intricate 
and analytical manner, Shri 
Vairamuthu lavished praise 
on the different aspects of Dr. 
Paarivendhar’s poetry besides 
taking note of the generosity of 
the Founder Chancellor, not just 
in an academic context but his 
overall concern for the welfare 
of the disadvantaged sections 
of society.

In his address and in his own 
poetic fashion, Dr. Paarivendhar 
spoke of his varied inspirations 
to write poems and expressed 
his gratitude to Shri Vairamuthu, 
S h r i  A r i v u m a d h i  ,  S h r i 

Silamboli Chellappan and other 
distinguished guests of honor.  Mr. 
Ravi Pachamoothoo, Chairman 
SRM group of Institutions made 
his gracious presence during 
the event and he thanked all the 
poets, scholars and enthusiasts 
for their support in making the 
event a grand success. 

Compeered by the Secretary of 
Tamil Perayam, Dr. B. Jaiganesh 
the book release function ended 
with a vote of thanks by the 
Co-ordinator of Tamil Perayam, 
Mr. Mathiyazhagan. 

Senior administrators, teaching 
and non-teaching staff and 
students of SRMIST participated 
in the event.

Invocation dance by Harini and Abirami of  
the Dept. of Journalism and Mass Communication

STAFF WRITER

SRM Institute of Hotel 
Management known for its 
academic brilliance & state of the 
art infrastructure is commited to 
deliver an exceptional brilliance 
b lended wi th  wonderfu l 
opportunities in celebrating 
the traditional festivals and it 
gives more significance to all 
the traditional festivals so that 
it could impart great knowledge 
to upcoming hoteliers.

Pongal was celebrated in a 
traditional and also in exuberant 
grandeur in its premises. The 107 
students and 20 faculties of SRM, 
Sikkim, who were present for 
the campus exchange program, 
were welcomed heartily. 

S tuden t s  f rom Hanam 
University, South Korea who 
are in SRM for one month 
training also witnessed the 
traditional Pongal festival.

Students from Hanam university 
& Sikkim participated and 
enjoyed our traditional Pongal 
Celebration and witnessed  our 
rich heritage exhibiting our 
thankfulness to Farmers and 
Mother Nature through the 
festival of Pongal.

The purpose and significance 
of celebrating pongal in SRM 
Institute of Hotel Management is  
to impart the diversified heritage 
of our culture. Students of SRM 
Institute of Hotel Management 
hosted the event with many 
traditional dances like folk 
dance, theme dances based  on 
jallikatu dance, and there were 
interesting traditional games 
like uri adi game, rope game 
and silambattam in which there 
was participation by Sikkim 
and South Korean students. 
Students of SRM, Sikkim also 
performed their traditional dance. 

Pongal Celebration’19
The entire place created the feel 
of a traditional set up with the 
pongal ambience being decorated 
with thoranams, mango leaves, 
a symbolic farmer’s hut was also 
made in the centric portion of 
decoration. 

A new mud pot was decorated 
and sweet pongal was prepared 
out of the newly harvested rice, 
jaggery, ghee and was enriched 
with cashew nuts, raisins and 
flavored with elachi. A lump 
of fresh, lush turmeric along 
with sugarcane added charm 
and brought the exact feel to 
the setup.

A sumptuous traditional lunch 
was served with crispy parupu 
vadai and thengai thuvayal as 
starters, sarkaraivalli kizhangu 
poriyal, a delicious kootu 
prepared out of seven authentic 
vegetables, steamed rice, aromatic 
arachuvecha sambar, kalyana 
rasam, mochakottai kuzhambu, 
ever delicious and everloved 
appalam and a creamy semiya 
and sago payasam was served 
as dessert.

Sugarcane was made into 
small pieces after peeling the 
outer skin and was distributed to 
the Sikkim and Korean students 
and they relished the sweetness 
of it. All the girls were offered 
jasmine flowers and our students 
helped them to adorn it in their 
heads.

Dr. N. Sethuraman, Registrar- 
SRM IST and Dr. V. Ponniah, 
Dean,  School of Management 
graced the occasion. The 
whole day of entertaining and 
enlightening events concluded 
with the director of SRM Institute 
of Hotel Management Dr. D. 
Antony Ashok Kumar distributing 
the mementos to all the students 
from Korea and Sikkim.

STAFF WRITER

NSS and RRC SRM Institute 
of Science and Technology, 
Kattankulathur campus organized 
a Mega blood donation camp 
in association with SRM 
Medical College Hospital 
Blood Bank, Kattankulathur 
and Stanley Medical College 
blood bank recently, at MBA 

Blood Donation Camp
Block. Overwhelming number 
of Volunteers of different 
faculty and departments of the 
university participated with lot 
of enthusiasm. More than 200 
donors including faculty, staff 
and students across the campus 
donated blood in this camp. 
Some of the donors who could 
not donate this time were assured 
for donation in the next camp.  

Blood donors

A Certificate of appreciation, 
donation card, refreshments 
were given to each donor as a 
token of gratitude.

The Camp was inaugurated 
as per the directions of the 
Director (Engg & Tech), Dr. C. 
Muthamizhchelvan, Dean SRM 
Medical College Hospital, Dr. 
Sundaram, Dean SRM Dental 
College, Dr. Vivek and NSS 
Program coordinator, Dr. T. 
Rajasekaran. The camp was 
successfully conducted with 
the support from Dr. D. Sridevi, 
Head, Ms. Prathipa, Medical 
officer, Blood bank, SRM IST 
with team, Dean Management 
studies Dr. V. M Ponnaiah and 
Dr. P. Saravanan, Assistant 
Professor, Management studies, 
Dr. Rajkumar, Head, Dr. Sridevi, 
Medical officer, Stanley Medical 
college Blood bank, Chennai 
with team. 
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The Field of tourism is growing 
by leaps and bounds in the world 
providing lively hood to millions 
directly as well as indirectly. 
Rapidly developing information 
technology, whirlwind touring 
facilities turn this world into a 
small village where one can 
travel anywhere he wants in 
no time. The world has been 
observing the 27 September 
as the UN World Tourism Day 
to highlight the importance of 
tourism. During the previous 
year, the theme was ‘Sustainable 
Tourism’. Keeping in view the 
changing scenario of digitalization 
they intended to announce this 
year’s theme as ‘Tourism and 
the digital transformation’.

“Looking for the beauty of 
nature, I have roamed throughout 
the world, but I neglected a 
dewdrop stood on the blade of 

World Tourism Day : 
The 21 Century View

the grass in my garden reflecting 
the entire beauty of nature in 
it” said Rabindranath Tagore. 
Throughout the world, we 
can see so many places worth 
to visit. Some of them can be 
said as a feast of one’s eye that 
depends upon their taste. One 
may like the river kissed by the 
sun, other may like a flaming 
spike of hollyhocks.

One destination is known 
for its scenic beauty or for its 
nice hospitality, another may be 
linked with someone’s personal 
emotion or religious beliefs. 
Some places like the birth 
place of Jesus, the Colosseum 
in Rome, Leaning Tower of 
Pisa, Las Vegas strip and Taj 
Mahal are thinking to visit. 
Just like the seven wonders 
of the world and innumerable 
heritage sites, this world is full 
of tourists’ destinations. 

STAFF WRITER

Established in 2012 the 
Thamizh Perayam (Tamil 
Academy) of  SRM Institute 
of Science and Technology has 
been considered as the Fifth 
Thamizh Sangam in literary 
circles. The Academy has been 
undertaking various efforts to 
encourage and develop prominent 
endeavors by eminent Tamil 
scholars for Tamil language 
and literature. 

Since 2012, Thamizh Perayam 
has given away more than Rs 
2 crores in awards as a way 
of honoring Creative writers 
and scholars across the world 
who have contributed to the 
development of Tamil Language, 
Literature and Culture with 

Cash awards.  Continuing 
this 6-year tradition, the 
Chancellor of SRMIST Dr 
Paari Vendhar announced the 
winners’ list of the Thamizh 
PerayamVirudhugal-2018 
mentioning that around Rs 15 
lakhs of cash was sanctioned 
for the awards and the winners 
selected for 10 categories. 

The honours fall under different 
categories like Tamil Creative 
Writers, Translators, Critics, 
Foreign Tamil Writers, Life 
time achievement award for 
Illustrious Tamil Scholars who 
have significantly contributed to 
the Tamil Language, Literature 
and culture.

A matter of significance 
is that winners of Thamizh 

Peraya Virudhugal have later 
been honoured with Sahithya 
Academy Award and through 
the selections based on the 
Central Institute of Classical 
Tamil the winners were even 
honoured with the prestigious 
President Award. These stand 
testimony for the quality and 
transparency rules of evaluations 
followed for the Tamil Peraya 
Virudhugal .

The announcement of the 
Thamizh Peraya Virudhigal 
Awards– 2018 was declared 
in the presence of the Pro Vice 
Chancellor of SRMIST and 
President of Thamizh Perayam 
Dr. R. Balasubramanian, Mr. 
M. Balasubramanian, Director 
of Finance and the Registrar of 
SRMIST Dr. N. Sethuraman.  

SRM Thamizh Perayam Virudhugal’18
The Chancellor with Registrar, Pro - Vice Chancellor and Director of Finance at the event

Hawking on Time Travel
DIVYANSH MANSUKHANI

It was 14th of this month that 
he passed away last year. Many 
may recall Stephen Hawking as 
the author of best seller ‘A Brief 
History of Time’ while many 
might as well recollect him 
from his biopic ‘The Theory 
of Everything’. For what 
Hawking had been one highly 
intellectual philosopher while 
his profession in cosmology, 
we shall discuss in this article 
his famous reasoning on the 
‘Arrow of Time’ called formally 
as ‘Chronology Protection 
Conjecture’. 

Hawking in his 1992 paper 
uses the metaphor ‘Chronology 
P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y ’ a s 
personification to those aspects 

of physics which prevent time 
travel, and thereby prevent those 
paradoxes such as – ‘the state of 
Sam when she travels back in 
time even before her mother was 
born!’. It is important here to not 
infer the construct of General 
Relativity in ‘those aspects’ 
as it permits the existence of 
what he calls as ‘closed time-
like curves’. 

Physicist F. Gonzalez Diaz uses 
the term ‘complementary’ and 
not ‘contradictory’ in his book 
for the model by J. Richard Gott 
and Li-Xin Li which proposes 
the origin of universe to bear 
closed time-like curves (as can be 
seen in figure) where Hawking’s 
model proposes a Euclidean 
(flat) origin. Diaz reasons that if 
this loop is small enough, Gott’s 

and Hawking’s will essentially 
be equivalent, especially for 
the origin. Gott claims his 
model as both classically and 
quantum physically stable 
accounting from its immunity 
from high perturbations due to 
gravitational waves of Big Bang, 

closed time-like curves

which could perhaps resonate 
or decay within the loop. 

Gott says in his interviews that 
Hawking very well realizes with 
Gott’s model that if technology 
gets enough advanced to build 
time-machine in lets say the 
year 3000 AD, it might be able 

to travel to 3002 and return 
back – but won’t be able to 
travel to our present due to it 
being captured in a time loop of 
the future. So conclusively, we 
see that even the wildest model 
supporting time travel does not 
disturb Hawking’s conjecture.
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Hot Air Ballooning Expedition – Air show by Indian Army at SRMIST
STAFF WRITER

Indian Army Hot Air Ballooning Expedition “Airshow” 
was conducted in SRMIST play ground  recently. The 
Jammu and Kashmir rifle regimental center, Jabalpur 
Electrical mechanical Engineers. Bhopal of the Indian 
Army had taken up the expedition Jai bharat from 
Jammu and Kashmir to Kanyakumari on November 
6 to pay homage and tribute to martyrs, 75th year 
of raising of crops of EMC and 150th year of JAK 
Rif.The 60 Army Members team reached SRMIST 
and demonstrated the Air Show. 

Dr.T.R.Paarivendar, Chancellor SRMIST, Dr.T.P.Ganesan, 
Pro Vice Chancellor Dr.N.Sethuraman, Registrar, 
Lt.Col.Vivek Ahlawat Lt Col OIC AANC (HAB) 
&Expdn Ldr for Comdt, Dr.Mythili, Director Student 
Affairs, participated in the inaugural function. A 
large Number of students attended the function. 
Dr.V.Thirumurugan, Associate Director (Campus 
Life) coordinated the event.  

Fostering an Immune Future
V. AMRUTHA

The International Conference 
on Immunology was organized by 
the Department of Biotechnology, 
School of Bioengineering, 
SRM Institute of Science and 
Technology, Kattankulathur, 
Tami l  Nadu  a t  SRMIST 
recently. The theme was “Major 
breakthroughs and advances in 
immunology for human diseases”. 
It was inaugurated by Dr. C. 
Muthamizhchelvan, Director 
(Engg. & Tech.). He elaborated 
about the current theme, 
emphasising on the fact that 
medical breakthroughs regarding 
the human immune system are 

Prof. Dr.M.Radhakrishna Pillai, Director, Rajiv Gandhi Centre for 
Biotechnology, Thiruvananthapuram felicitating  

Dr.C.Muthamizhchelvan, Director (Engg. and Tech), SRM IST

the need of the hour. This was 
followed by an enlightening 
lecture by M. Radhakrishna 
Pillai, Director, Rajiv Gandhi 
Center for Biotechnology, 
Thiruvananthapuram. 

The three day conference 
was packed with a plethora of 
events, including four plenary 
lectures, eleven special lectures, 
fourteen oral presentations and 
fifty poster presentations on 
four major subtopics such as 
Advances in Cancer Immunology, 
Immunology of Infectious 
diseases, Neuroimmunology, 
and Trends in Molecular 
Immunology. Distinguished 
researchers from countries like 

the UK, Germany, Singapore, 
Brazil, and Bangladesh, and 
India delivered plenary and 
special lectures while young 
scientists and students/scholars 
gave oral and poster presentation. 
Drishti Parwanda, a 4th year 
student studying biotechnology 
at SRM IST, elucidates her 
experience, “The conference 
was a real inspiration for young 
researchers like me who want 
to continue research in the field 
of biology. The recent trends 
in technology with emphasis 
on immunological advances in 
human health were displayed 
by eminent researchers from 
all over the world leaving us 

awestruck and gasping for more.” 

The event culminated with the 
valedictory function on which 
was presided by Dr. Sandeep 
Sancheti, Vice Chancellor, 
SRMIST.  The Keynote address 
was delivered by Dr. Rainer 

Strauss. The findings of the 
conference kept the impetus 
on the cellular and molecular 
processes of the immune system 
involved in the development 
and progression of infectious 
diseases, neurodegenerative 
diseases, and cancer. 
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LINCY VICTOR
ALEESA DAVIS 

A workshop on doll dress 
making was organised by the 
Fashion Designing department 
of Faculty of Science and 
Humanities, SRM recently. Mr. 
Karthiban, Assistant costume 
designer of an advertising 
agency , who also owns the brand 
‘Krish’, was the chief guest of 
the programme. The programme 
commenced by 9:00 am with a 
brief inaugural speech by the chief 

Workshop on  
Doll Dress Making

guest where he spoke about the 
old, existing and the upcoming 
fashion trends. The workshop 
consisted of 24 students. Each of 
them were provided with dolls, 
cloth fragments and many other 
colourful stitching material. Live 
demonstrations on dress making 
made the session more thrilling. 
Many dresses pre-designed and 
stitched by SRM students were 
kept on display. The chief guest 
called those works as ‘stunning’ 
and appreciated SRM’s newly 
emerging designers. 

STAFF WRITER

As SRMIST spreads their 
network globally, it also builds 
stronger bonds and beautiful 
friendships along the way. 
One such event of a flourishing 
friendship was the renewal of the 
memorandum of understanding 
between SRMIST and Tzu Chi 
University (TCU), Taiwan.

The meeting was scheduled 
to discuss and strengthen the 
relationship between SRMIST 
and TCU, which concluded with 
an exchange of memorandum 
between Prof. Yi-Chun Liu, 
Vice President, TCU and Dr. N 
Sethuraman, Registrar, SRMIST.

The signing ceremony was 
witnessed by Prof Je Wen Liou, 
Dean (international relations), 
and Dpt. Of biochemistry, 
TCU, Prof Yen Pei Fu, Dept. of 
materials science and engineering, 
National Dong Hwa University, 
Linda Wu, Assistant, TCU, 
Dr Sandeep Sancheti, Vice 
Chancellor, SRM, Dr.Kartar 
Singh, Director, International 
Relations, SRM, Dr Sridhar 
Krishnaswami, Deputy Dean, 
Science and Humanities, SRM, 
Dr C. Muthamizhchelvan, 
Director, E&T, SRM, Dr M. 
Vairamani, Dean, Dept. of 
Bioengineering, SRM and Ling 
Yun Tsai, Mandarin Language 
Instructor, SRM.

Dr. Kartar Singh addressed 
the dignitaries, followed by a 
brief introduction about TCU by 
Prof Je Wen Liou and screening 
of the same.

 Dr. Sandeep Sancheti shared 
“As it was expressed in the 
introduction video of TCU that 
it’s a very good place to be at, 

“SRMIST the First Indian institution TCU 
signed a MoU with” – Prof Yi Chun Liu

I can say that SRM is a very 
good partner to be with and 
will remain a fertile ground for 
seeking collaboration and higher 
studies. In terms of association, 
we are pretty big and we promise 
we’ll make it even bigger and 
better.” He also discussed other 
similar issues and the possibility 
of initiating faculty exchange 
program in the near future. “I 
visited SRM 4 years ago and 
I am glad to be back again” 
Prof. YiChun Liu shared her 
thoughts. “ I noticed how much 
attention and care was given for 
the students and the amount of 
hardwork and dedication put 

forth. So we decided to sign 
the MoU with SRMU. And 
this is the first institution in 
India we signed a MoU with. 
Since then, we’ve successfully 
established student exchange 
programme and of course, TCU 
also makes sure to monitor and 
take care of students who stay 
there for academic purposes”.  
About 1000 SRM students are 
currently studying in Taiwan.

The event was wrapped up 
by both parties exchanging 
mementos and souvenirs, with a 
song performance by students of 
SRMIST who sang in Chinese, 
mentored by Ling Yun Tsai.

At the MoU Signing ceremony

I can say that SRM is  
a very good partner to  
be with and will remain  

a fertile ground for 
seeking collaboration  
and higher studies

PRINCE SAMUVEL S.

“You know. My motto is 
‘Excelsior’. That’s an old word 
that means ‘upward and onward 
to greater glory’. Keep moving 
forward, and if it’s time to go, 
it’s time. Nothing lasts forever.”

Mention Marvel Comics, 
and the first thing that comes to 
anyone’s mind is superheroes 
like Spider-Man. The next thing 
is Stan Lee -- who helped create 
those iconic characters and has 
been the public face of Marvel 
for decades. Stanley Martin 
Lieber was born on December 
28, 1922, in New York City to 
Romanian immigrants Celia 
and Jack Lieber. Lieber, who 
shortened his name to “Lee” 
as a writer, went on to be hired 
as an office assistant at Timely 
Comics in 1939 and became an 
interim editor for the company 
in the early 1940s. Lee also 
served in the Army during World 
War II, working as a writer and 
illustrator.

 Lee took the books beyond 
the cabinet and connected with 
fans as a writer. The unique thing 
which made his comics stand 
apart was his motto of ‘Humans 
First and Superheroes Later’. 
The superheroes were always 
relatable because they were 
flawed, be it Iron Man or Captain 

Stan Lee-The creator of 
Marvel Universe

Excelsior  
A tribute to 
Stan Lee

America, they were incomplete 
without their respective human 
identities, which is why they 
resonate more with the ordinary 
man. During the ‘60s, Stan Lee 
started writing a monthly column 
for Marvel which he used to 
sign off with “Excelsior”. 

Stan Lee had the power to 
inspire and to entertain people. 
He believed that, “entertainment 
is one of the most important 
things in people’s lives. Without 
it, they might go off the deep 
end. I feel that if you’re able 
to entertain, you’re doing a 
good thing.” Indeed, the world 
cried when Lee died at the age 
of 95 on November 12, 2018. 
This might have been the end 
of his physical presence, but 
the paramount difference he 
has made is sure to impact the 
lives of generations to come.
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The #BANNED BOOKS 
WEEK, a popular hash tag that 
went around the internet in support 
of the annual celebrations of the 
Freedom to Read initiated in the 
United States. It was launched 
in the year 1982 following a 
sudden surge in the number of 
challenges to books in schools, 
bookstores and libraries. 

The  con t inuum of  the 
movement was maintained by 
hosting a weeklong event in the 
last week of every September to 
signify the importance of access 
to information and celebrate the 
independence of books. Banned 
Books Week brings together the 
entire literature community — 
librarians, booksellers, publishers, 
journalists, teachers, and readers 
of all types to celebrate and 

Ban or Bane?
support books which touch 
topics that are considered a 
taboo by the society and hence 
silenced from the mainstream 
bookshelves.

This year the event was held 
recently and the theme of the 
event was “Banning Books 
Silences Stories”, a reminder 
that everyone needs to speak out 
against the tide of censorship. 
The coalition has attracted 
sponsors from all over the country 
including American booksellers 
Association, American Library 
Association, Association of 
University Presses, Comic 
Book Legal Defense Fund, 
Freedom to Read Foundation, 
etc. The Banned Books Week 
is also endorsed by the Center 
for the Book in the Library of 
Congress. 

Every year 10 books are 
shortlisted as the Challenged 
books of the year that went by 
and are brought into the limelight 
to showcase the essence of the 
unorthodox and unconventional 
discussions that the authors make 
in their books. Some of the Top 
Ten Challenged Books of 2017 
included Thirteen Reasons Why 
(Jay Asher), The Absolutely 
True Diary of a Part-Time 
Indian (Sherman Alexie), The 
Kite Runner (Khaled Hosseini), 
To Kill a Mockingbird (Harper 
Lee) and many more.

Official poster circulated in 
the social media in support of 
#BANNED BOOK SWEEK

STAFF WRITER

NSS volunteers of SRMIST nearly 100 of them 
involved in maintenance of trees planted recently 
at Mahindra World city, Kanchipuram District This 
was jointly organized by the Hero Motors, The Times 
group, Lions clubs in large numbers Nearly 5 lakhs 
saplings were planted in 140 acres of land on the 
theme of bringing the forest to city. 

Volunteers have cleaned nearly 700 square feet of 
land taking care of planted saplings starting in the 
morning till the noon. Students including girls and 
boys enthusiastically used proper tools for removing 
weeds and arranging the saplings with the guidance 
of few gardeners

Dr. N. Sethuraman, The Registrar, SRMIST and 
Dr. C. Muthamizhchelvan, Director (Engg and Tech) 
accompanied by Dr. T. Rajasekaran, NSS Program 
coordinator and Mr. Muruganandam, NSS officer 
encourged the event.

Planting Trees at 
Mahindra World City
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The Department of Visual 
Communications of Faculty 
of Science and Humanities of 
SRMIST in association with 
Casttree had conducted a huge 
all India level short film contest 
from 13th February 2019 to 
15th February 2019. 

In the award ceremony on 
15th of February, Dr Sridhar 
Krishnaswamy, the Deputy 
Dean of SRMIST welcomed 
the participants pan India. The 
Veteran Actor and Director 
MrBhagyaraj was the chief 
guest of the mega event who 
gave away the awards to the 
winners. Across India more 
than 750 short films were the 

entrees of which 10 films were 
selected for 9 categories of 
awards by the Jury members 
chaired by Actor and Director 
MrPandiyarajan.

‘Ante Noora’ a Malayalam 
short film won the Gold category. 
In the category of Silver, the 
short film ‘AN Unusual Film’ 
was categorized. Best actor 
Male was given to the child 
artist in Ante Noora. The best 
female was given to the actor 
in the short film ‘Aunty Ji’. 
Best editing was given to the 
short film “Blink”. The best 
screenplay was given to the 
Short film Auntyji. The best 
director and the best music was 
bagged by Ante Noora. The best 
cinematography was given to 

the short film ‘Choondal”. 

The Chancellor of SRMIST, 
Dr Parivendharin his presidential 
address, appreciated the efforts 
of the young film makers and 
mentioned that the industry 
of entertainment is one of the 
foremost needs in any society 
and it has to keep flourishing 
for the benefits of better culture. 
The pro vice chancellor of 
SRMIST Dr. Balasubramanian 
in his felicitation encouraged 
and appreciated the efforts 
of the department of Visual 
Communications in organizing 
a such a mega event. The event 
came to an end with the vote 
of thanks by Prof. Rajesh, the 
head of the department of Visual 
communication.

SRMIST organized India’s 
biggest short film fontest
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Distance education gives the 
freedom to acquire a degree from 
SRM without needing to visit a 
campus often. The programmes 
offered by distance education at 
SRM can be pursued through 
discussion forums, electronic 
library resources and receiving 
study materials online.

The distance education 
programmes of SRMIST were 
approved by the UGC last year. 
Initially, five programmes BBA, 
B.COM, BA (Journalism), BA 
(English) and MA (English) are 
being offered. The calendar year 
2019 admissions are going on 
and the last date for applying is 
28/02/2019. SRM IST provides 
qualitative distance education 
with effective student support 
services and online resources. 
Study centres have been opened 
in SRM campuses in Ramapuram, 
Vadapalani and Trichy. SRM is 
one of the very few universities 
in India which has been granted 
Category I status by the MHRD 
and the UGC. More programmes 
like Yoga, Performing Arts and 
MBA will be offered from the 
academic year 2019-20.

For further queries regarding 
distance education admissions 
contact +91 44 2741 7040/2745 
5510 (or) mail the query to 
director.dde@srmuniv.ac.in / 
admissions.india@srmuniv.ac.in 

Distance 
Education  
at SRMIST
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Bentall procedure is a rare 
complex surgery performed on 
individuals whose aortic valve 
is ruptured thus affecting the 
pumping of oxygen and blood 
to heart 2-3 per 10,000 people 
undergo the surgery globally 
every year. Proper diagnosis and 
timely treatment can save a life 

A 54 year old man, developed 
s e v e r e  c h e s t  p a i n  w i t h 
breathlesness and got admitted 
at Thanjavur Medical college 
Hospital, where he underwent 
investigations which revealed 
Acute Type 1 Aortic dissection 
(Tearing of Aorta which is the 
main Blood vessel that takes the 
blood from Heart to Other parts 
of body), and with damage of 
Aortic Valve. Post diagnosis he 
was referred to SRM Medical 
College Hospital, Kattankulathur 
for further treatment. 

The patient was recommended 
Bentall procedure – a surgical 
procedure where the Aortic Valve 
is replaced with an artifical aortic 
valve. A team of suregons from 
SRM Medical college succesfully 
performed this surgery and the 
patient was discharged post 
observation. 

The procedure takes upto 
10 to 12 hours and is complex 
to perform.  “In India, very 

Rare heart surgery performed by SRM Medical College 
Hospital and Research Centre, Kattankulathur

few surgeons perform this 
procedure due to lack of expertise, 
infrastructure and failure in 
diagnosing the cause of the heart 
ailment. Lot of medical centres 
do not have the right infratructure 
and the expert team to perform 
the surgery. Also, hospitals do 

not diagnose the aortic rupture 
and they recommend the usual 
surgery post which it turns fatal 
for many”, says Dr Srinivas 
Reddy Sr Consultant .& CT 
Surgeon, SRM Medical Colllege 
and Hospital.  The Procedure 
was performed by the team of 

CT surgeons led by Dr Reddy

This scenario is very rare and 
extremely life threatening. Such 
conditions are developed due 
to high blood pressure, mental 
and physcial stress and irregular 
treatment of  heart ailments.

SRM Doctor’s with the patient
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EYAN 2018, an International 
conference was organised by 
SRM College of physiotherapy 
on 13th&14th December 2018 at 
SRMIST Kattankulathur campus 
as a part of 25th year Silver Jubilee 
Celebrations. The theme of two 
day International Conference 
is “RECENT UPDATES IN 
PHYSIOTHERAPY”. The 
conference was inaugurated by 
Prof.  Balasubramanian, ProVC, 
Dr.N.Sethuraman, Registrar, 
SRMIST and the chief guest 
P.C.THENMOZHI., I.P.S – 
Deputy Inspector General of 
Police, Kanchipuram. This 
conference enlightened  the 
knowledge and  Perception of 
all physiotherapy delegates to 
update the advancement in the 
field of physiotherapy. Prof. 
D. Malarvizhi Dean Incharge, 
SRM College of Physiotherapy 
welcomed the delegates and 

Advances in Physiotherapy
participants of the conference. 
Some of the topics presented 
in the conference are Research 
into action - Our journey of 
implementing an evidence based 
hand exercise programme into 
therapy practice by Dr. Cynthia 
Srikesavan., University of Oxford 
UK. Experience dependent 
plasticity in Rehabilitation by  
Dr.Chandramouli Krishnan., 
Universi ty  of  Michigan, 
USA. Entrepreneurship and 
physiotherapy by Dr.Mohammad 
Yasir, Qatar petroleum QATAR. 
Early mobilization in critical care 

by Dr.Narasimman Swaminathan 
SRMC Chennai. Knee Rehab 
–  What  i s  Impor tan t  by 
Dr.Mohanakrishnan J, JIPMER. 
Indian Physiotherapist Research 
Productivity by Dr.Hariohm K, 
CBENR. Kinetic Chain Related 
Risk Factors For Sports Injuries 
by Dr. G.Prabhu Raja, MAHE. 
Exercise Testing and prescription 
for Metabolic Disorder by 
Dr.S.N.Senthilkumar, PON 
Physio & Rehab. Movement 
for Life Dr.K.B.Sankar Pandy, 
Jeevan Parvathy Hospital.

More than 650 delegates from 
different geographical locations 
attended the conference, also 
participated in posters and paper 
presentations. This Conference 
paved a proper channel and 
enlightened the knowledge of 
all the delegates to know and 
update the recent advancements 
in physiotherapy to carry out 
their practices in a better way.Dignitaries at the Event

This conference 
enlightened  the 
knowledge and  

Perception of all 
physiotherapy 

delegates to update 
the advancement in the 
field of physiotherapy.
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The Fifth Biennial International 
Conference on Nanoscience and 
Nanotechnology (ICONN-2019) 
was organized by the Department 
of Physics and Nanotechnology, 
SRM Institute of Science 
and Technology (SRMIST), 
Kattankulathur, in association 
with Shizuoka University-Japan, 
GNS Geological and Nuclear 
Sciences (GNS) Science-New 
Zealand, National Chiao Tung 
University (NCTU)-Taiwan, 
CSIR-Nat ional  Physica l 
Laboratory (NPL)-India, Asian 
Consortium on Computational 
Materials Science (ACCMS) and 
The Institute of Engineering and 
Technology (IET). The conference 
is aimed at providing a platform 
for researchers and scientists 
to assess recent trends and 
developments in Nanoscience and 
Nanotechnology for promising 
applications. Scientific Sessions 
of the conference included 
Nanostructures materials and 
thin films, Nanoelectronics, 
Nanosensors and NEMS, 
Nanophotonics and Plasmonics, 
Nanomagnetism, to mention a few. 
More than 90 scientific sessions 
were held with eminent speakers 
from renowned international 
institutions such as Massachusetts 

Assessing trends in Nanotechnology
Institute of Technology-USA, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute-
USA, Shizuoka University-Japan, 
University of Rome Tor Vergata-
Italy, Kyung Hee University-South 
Korea, Russian Academy of 
Sciences-Russia and also from 
premier Institutes of India such 
as IIT Madras, IIT Kharagpur, 
IIT Guwahati, Indian Association 
for the Cultivation of Science 
(IACS) and CSIR-National 
Chemical Laboratory (NCL).  
The total number of participants 
in the conference were about 
2000. SRMIST also honoured 
eminent scientists Dr. Yasuhiro 
Hayakawa, Professor, Research 
Institute of Electronics, Shizuoka 
University, with SRM-ICONN 
Life Time Achievement Award 
for Research Promotion, Dr. C. 
Nithya, Department of Science 
and Technology (DST)-Woman 
Scientist, National Institute of 
Technology (NIT), Trichy with 
SRM-ICONN Outstanding 
Woman Researcher Award 
and Dr. D. Mallikarjuna Rao, 
Scientist D, Indian Association 
for the Cultivation of Science 
(IACS), Kolkata, with SRM-
ICONN Young Researcher 
Award. In order to encourage 
young researchers best research 
awards for poster presentations 
were presented by Springer 

Nature Nano. The welcome 
address was delivered by Dr. 
C. Muthamizhchelvan, Director 
(Engineering & Technology), 
SRMIST, India, followed by 
note on conference by Dr. D. 
John Thiruvadigal, Convener, 
ICONN 2019. Dr. T.P Ganesan, 
Pro Vice Chancellor (Planning 
and Development) addressed on 
the initiatives taken by SRMIST 
in raising research standards in 
the field of Nanoscience and 
Nanotechnology. 

A spec ia l  address  was 
delivered by Prof. Richard W. 
Seigel, Founding Director, US 
National Science Foundation, 
USA on Nanoscience research 
developments across the world. 
Padmasri Prof. Ajay K Sood, 
President, INSA, New Delhi, 
delivered the inaugural address 
on elevating research in the 
field of Nanoscience to meet 
international standards. Dr. R. 
Balasubramanian, Pro Vice 
Chancellor (External Affairs), 
SRMIST and Dr. N. Sethuraman, 
Registrar, SRMIST, offered the 
felicitation and the inaugural 
function was concluded with 
a vote of thanks by Dr. S. 
Ponnusamy, Controller of 
Examinations, SRMIST.
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Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is a 
flagship programme initiated 
by the ministry of Human 
Resource under the auspices 
of NSS to understand and work 
in rural areas to customise new 
technology and implement 
existing government programmes.

SRMIST adopted 5 villages 
under this scheme which 
are Anjur, Pattaravakkam, 
Thenmelpakkam, Orathur and 
Nattarasampattu belonging to 
Kanchipuram district. In the 
inaugural activity of UBA, 
SRM Institute of Science and 
Technology donated furniture 
worth ̀  2 lakhs to a Govt. Middle 
School, in Thenmelpakkam 
village, Kattankulathur Panchayat 
union, considering the urgent 
requirement of school children.

The inaugural event began 

SRMIST adopts 5 villages in Kanchipuram District 
for rural development under Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 

with welcome address by School 
head master Mr. Anupkumar who 
highlighted achievements of the 
school. He thanked SRMIST for 
donating furniture and placed 
few additional requests for the 
following items to enhance quality 
of education in the school which 
is establishing smart classroom, 
projector, public announcement 
system and teaching learning 
instruments.

Dr. C. Muthamizhchelvan, 
Director (E&T), SRMIST was 
the chief guest of the event. He 
stressed the importance of rural 
orientation and invited School 
children to visit SRM to get 
exposed to the university campus 
and enhance their academic 
knowledge. Dr. Thirumurgan, 
project coordinator of the Unnat 
Bharat Abhiyan gave the back 
ground and objectives of the 
UBA programme. He expressed 

his happiness to announce 
that totally about 600 students 
and faculties of SRMIST love 
registered for volunteering 
for UBA. Mr.Elumalai, Ex 
panchayat leader highlighted his 
own contribution as panchayat 
leader in village development. 
He welcomed SRM for engaging 
with the rural community and 
stressed sanitation and hygiene 
were the major issues faced 
in the villages. Tmt. Nirosha, 
President, Management committee 
of Thenmel Pakkam School 

thanked the SRMIST for the 
donation and wished the best for 
all future endeavours of SRM.

Dr.T.Rajshekhar & Dr.Rajan 
R Patil committed to plan and 
coordinate NSS and other 
volunteers in implementation 

of UBA Programme activities 
in five adopted villages. Nearly, 
15 NSS student volunteers 
represented SRMIST will work 
on the following themes Organic 
farming, Renewable energy, 
Water management, Artisans, 
Basic amenities and Convergence.
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NCC displaying their skills at the Republic Day celebrations

ARPITA RAVI
AMEESHA SHRIVASTAV

Saturday, 26th January, 2019 
awoke to fervour in the air as India 
celebrated its 70th Republic Day, 
with SRM Institute of Science 
and Technology joining in on 
the festivities. Dignitaries such 
as Mr. C. Muthamizhchelvan, 
Director, Faculty of Engineering 
and Technology were present 
with Dr. Sandeep Sancheti, the 
Vice Chancellor, as Chief Guest. 

The flag was hoisted amidst the 
chorus of the national anthem, 
the reverberation of patriotism 
evident along the venue. The 
Chief Guests congratulated 
everyone for being part of a 
“defining day in the life and 
history of all of us”. He added 
that this day was “a humble day 
to bow to our freedom fighters 
in reverence”, as it is because 

The grandeur of  
70th Republic Day

of them that we savour freedom 
today. He urged the audience to 
uphold the path of selflessness, 
set by our freedom fighters, and 
to correct social ills, bring better 
living conditions and create 
a vibrant and shining India. 
The Vice Chancellor further 
expressed his gratitude to T.R. 
Parivendar, the founder of 
SRMIST, for being a visionary 
par excellence and making SRM 
the multi-disciplinary institute 
it is today. After the Chief 
Guest concluded his speech, the 
National Cadet Corps gave an 
impressive parade and showcased 
a few basic rifle skills; but the 
festivities did not end there. The 
audience were in for a treat, as 
the students sang melodious 
songs in remembrance of our 
freedom fighters and danced 
gracefully to the tunes. Indeed, it 
was a day to remember, cherish 
and reminisce.

A wrinkle in time
SWATHI BALAJI

The classic section of the 
bookstore sighs an old man’s 
lament as it holds up an era, 
colored in the black and white 
of war with the sound of 
mockingbirds in the background. 
The new releases section skips 
with childish excitement searching 
for the book thief trailing 
with the scent of wallflowers. 
A phone buzzes to life and 
reality is restored.

Literature has always been 
a raging tempest of emotions. 
As the decades piled over, 
the discernible change in the 
landscape has been a topic of 
awe among bibliophiles. The 

community has embraced pop 
culture and created a dynamic 
movement led by writers who 
tapped into the pulse of their 
generation. The style of writing 
has become unembellished and 
candid. Poetry no longer needs 
to rhyme. The protagonists no 
longer have to be exceptional 
to feel exceptional. A blue 
curtain is simply just that.  The 
readers are looking for a quick 
fix, increasing the popularity of 
blogging sites like Tumblr and 
WordPress. Ceaseless feedback 
has made room for smart writers. 
The monetary advantages offered 
by websites like Google and 
Amazon fuels better work ethic.  
Releasing periodic content has 
readers on the edge of their seats. 

Self-publishers like Rupi Kaur 
and Lang Leav have become 
the talk of the town. Spoken 
word and storytelling spaces 
have brought the community 
closer. Sites like Instagram 
and Webtoons use sensory 
enhancers like digital artwork 
and background music to provide 
a wholesome experience. 

Ardent book lovers have 
attuned to the new world order 
with excitement. Whether we 
are reading Shakespeare or a 
bad vampire fanfic- reading has 
always been an act of empathy, 
and be it John Green or Jane 
Austen, they only wrote because 
there was a voice inside them 
that would not be still.

Supreme Court verdict on Section 377: What the five judges ruled 
(Clockwise from top left: CJI Dipak Misra, Justices A M Khanwilkar, 

D Y Chandrachud, R F Nariman, Indu Malhotra).

Fighting Gender Inequality
SOWMYA SESHADRI.

On 6th September 2018 India 
truly became independent. We 
have overcome 377 obstacles 
coming in the way of love 
and unity. To throw light on 
the situation; the LGBTQ+ 
community can now finally 
come out of their shell and be 
who they truly are, with whoever 
they want. We all agree with the 
fact that love is a feeling that is 
mutual and is one among the 
many emotions that brings us 
together to make the human 
race. But, are we truly doing 
justice to human emotions? 

It has always been believed 
that it is impossible to have 
more than a certain amount of 
confidence for the community 
we come from, giving the current 
societal setup; but you could 
be anybody and still achieve 
whatever you wish to. Even 
in such dark times the world 
can surprise you. It fills you 
with joy to realize that there 

are people who stand up to 
fight against gender inequality, 
to make the world realize that 
everyone’s body is different and 
so is everyone’s mind. One’s 
appearance must never be the 
deciding factor for how capable 
they are or whether they are 
acceptable in society or not. 
Some people fail to realize the 
importance of such issues and 
how every small thing can lead 
to a bigger impact. The five-
judge constitutional bench of 

the Supreme Court consisting 
of chief justice Dipak Misra 
and justices Dhananjaya Y. 
Chandrachud, Ajay Manikrao 
Khanwilkar, Indu Malhotra, and 
Rohinton Fali Nariman; made 
the country with the world’s 
second largest population’s 
dream come to reality. Now we 
can truly embrace the beauty of 
love and unity. Do you believe 
this is one big leap into achieving 
the peace we desire in the future?

ALEESA DAVIS
LINCY VICTOR

An entrepreneurship seminar 
was organized by Commerce 
Department of Faculty of 
Science and Humanities, 
SRM. Mr. Shibin Mohammed.

Asst. faculty of Entrepre-
neurship Development Institute 
of India was the chief guest 
who lectured on ‘Business 
Opportunity Canvas’. The 
programme was targeted 
towards nation’s budding 
entrepreneurs. On the first 
day of workshop, students 

were segregated into groups 
to discuss and come up with 
innovative ideas to boost their 
creativity.  In the Afternoon 
session students were asked 
to present a seminar on ‘En-
trepreneurship Skills’. On 
the second day of workshop, 
few videos showing various 
business plans were played 
to motivate the students. 
A self-evaluating test was 
conducted in the afternoon 
session. Students later made 
charts and posters in order to 
show what they have learned 
from the programme.

Nation’s budding entrepreneurs
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Sixth Semester!! This not 
only brings an excitement that 
you are entering into the final 
year but at the same time comes 
with an anxiousness about the 
placement.

However, just like all other 
things in life, you need to prepare 
yourself, along with an “Action 
Plan” for your approach to handle 
this anxiousness. Having a plan 
of action is always better and 
will certainly go long way in 
getting your first job!

Every year the selection 
process gets a bit tougher than 
the previous seasons given 
the job market dynamics and 
competition.  Only the best will 
have the chance at grabbing the 
jobs and that implies, the ones 
who start preparing earlier will 
be ahead of the competition.

So, here are some points worth 
remembering while you prepare 
your action plan:

Develop in-depth Technical 
Knowledge of Your Subject 
Cover your basics!! There is 
nothing like being strong in 

fundamentals of your favorite 
engineering subjects and specific 
topics. Remember, you would 
require to show not just the 
spread but the depth of the 
knowledge as well. That helps 
you to create the first and best 
impression on your academic 
knowledge.

Importance of Final year 
Project

Don’t think of your final 
year project as merely another 
degree requirement. If you want 
to be an engineer, this is your 
chance to start your transition 
into your industry.

Generally, the three things 
that judge you in your job 
interview are your internship, 
your academic CGPA, and 
most importantly your final 
year project. Do it genuinely 
without copy pasting and learn 
most out of it.

Build Your Skills Showcase 
Portfolio

 “Do something others aren’t 
doing”.  Keep learning and try 
having your resume with online 
course certificates, research or 
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Companies Visited - 350+

Offers Issued - 5800+

Unique Offers - 4100+

Super Dream Offers - 44 
(Microsoft, Google, Adobe, 
Amazon, SAP Lab, Dell.... and 
many more)

Dream Offers - 1000+ (Siemens, 
Nutanix, Amadeus, Vendanta, 
Dell, Envestnet Yodlee… and 
many more)

IT Services offers - 4000+

Other Offers + - Core 500+

“Rexona Confidence Academy 
(RCA)” is an initiative by Rexona, 
one of India’s most trusted 
brands from Hindustan Unilever 
Limited. RCA objectives were to 
help students tackle the working 
world and help them with tips 
and guidance for personal and 
professional success. 

RCA was in our campus 
recently and ran a one-hour 
workshop for our women 
students. By attending the 

Pre-Final Year Students – Get ready for Placement Process

Women Empowerment Session  
by HUL (Rexona Confidence Academy)

workshop, participants gained 
knowledge about facing interviews 
and creating the right first 
impression and about facing 
typical challenges of the first-job 
entering into corporate world.

Participants were taken 
through an interactive session 

by a trained counsellor on 
“Personality Development & 
Grooming” using Videos and 
Documentaries.

It was a useful session for our 
women students who not only 
took away valuable tips but a 
gift hamper as well.

practical projects, and internship 
experiences. 

Aptitude Tests

This gains you the entry ticket 
for you to appear in front of 
the panel with all other skilled 
students. Be strong with your 
aptitude skills in order to avoid 
elimination even before they 
get to know you. All it takes 
is practice! 

Written & Spoken English

This is another important 
factor in the current competitive 
world, and for you to express 
and represent yourself, you will 
have to have good command 
over English. This not only 
helps during placement but 
throughout your career. Start 
laying strong foundation, and 
keep practicing with your friends 
or in front of the mirror.

Interview (HR)

Last but not the least be 
honest and be yourself during 
the HR interviews. Don’t be 
overconfident, take this seriously 
with a smiling face.  Please reach 
out to Career Centre – Placement 
Team for any queries

TANYA AGGARWAL
AMEESHA SHRIVASTAV 

The beginning of a new year 
accentuates new changes and 
opportunities, but the traditions 
and the legends behind them 
never change, one such exception 
to change is the celebration 
of the festival Pongal, largely 
celebrated in the southern part 
of India, mainly Tamil Nadu.

To mark the conviviality of 
this traditional day, the festival 
club of the directorate of student 
affairs, SRM Institute of Science 
and Technology, Kattankulathur 
organized Pongal celebration 
recently in front of tech park. 
The place was embellished 
with lights and kolam made 
from colored flour and rice 
powder. The mouthwatering 
Pongal delicacies filled the 
entire place as students from 
different parts of the country, 
dressed in traditional attires, 
gathered to mark the harvest 
festival.

The celebration began with 
the lighting of the lamp followed 

Pongal celebration
by the traditional ‘matki phod’ 
which was filled with boiling 
milk as suggested by the word 
‘ponga’ which symbolizes a 
happy future. The students of 
SRM gave it their all and came 
forward tapping their feet to the 
beats as the traditional Tamil 
music echoed around the tech 
park stairs. “GO! COME ON 
YOU CAN DO THIS!” Screamed 
the entire crowd as the epic tug 
of war began and the excitement 
increased tenfold. Pongal was 
celebrated with enthusiasm and 
grace with everyone participating 
with happiness and adoration.

“This was the best way for 
me to start a new beginning in 
this new year, an evening with 
friends made my day” said one 
of the students who attended 
the event.

All the happy and cheerful 
faces made it clear that festivals 
are something that not only 
signify or highlight a particular 
event but give us a reason to be 
happy and reciprocate the same.

A Word 
From 
Germany
HARIKRISHNAN V S
RIYA MAURYA

SRM Institute Of Science And 
Technology invited Prof . Stephan 
Herminghaus, Director of Max 
Planck Institute for Dynamics 
And Self-Organisation (MPIDS), 
Goettingen, Germany, for a 
talk on “Ride sharing systems: 
A Mean Field Approach” at 
the SRM Students Research 
Colloquium.  Prof. Herminghaus 
is a renowned researcher in the 
field of collective phenomenon 
free from equilibrium and 
dynamics of complex fluids in 
addition to being the Director 
of MPIDS.

The purpose of Prof. Stephan 
Herminghaus’ visit was to have 
a collaborative research by 
interacting with the students 
and faculty of SRMIST. He also 
gave a talk on “Ride Sharing: 
mean field approach”, at the 
T.P. Ganeshan Auditorium in 
which he discussed the aspects 

of ride sharing. Ride sharing is 
the process by which companies 
provide taxi-like services by 
connecting passengers to drivers 
with the help of an application. 
The talk Prof. Herminghaus gave 
on the above topic was exciting 
and simple to understand. 

He discussed how current 
algorithms can be improved 
in such a way that virtually 
every passenger makes use of 
ride sharing. 

He also talked about the 
route optimization scheme and 
how Riemann curvature of the 
traffic network, which can be 
determined in a simple way 
inspired by the Regge calculus, 
can be implemented in it.

The students and faculty of 
SRMIST were delighted that they 
were able to spend time with 
such a learned individual. Like 
Michel Eyquem de Montaigne 
said “It is good to rub and polish 
our brain against that of others.”  
The exposure they received cannot 
be compared to anything else, 
it was both informative as well 
as interesting.  The conference 
was a huge success thanks to 
the organizers and the team 
of students and faculty who 
worked hard for it. 
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The eleventh edition of National 
Conference on Mathematical 
Techniques and Applications 
(NCMTA-2018) was conducted 
recently. The conference started 
with invocation song and was 
formally inaugurated by the 
lighting of the kuthuvilaku 
followed by the welcome address 
given by Dr. A. Govindarajan, 
Professor and Head, department 
of Mathematics. He emphasized 
the need for conducting the 
conference by stating that it was a 
platform for budding researchers 
in the field of Mathematics. He 
added that it was an opportunity 
for all staff and researchers to 
publish their work in Scopus 
indexed journal as the extended 
proceedings of the conference 
which was likely to be published 
in Scopus indexed journal, 
American Institute of Physics 
(AIP conference series). The 
presidential address was given 
by Dr. S. R. S Prabhakaran, Joint 
Director (Research) SRMIST. In 
his address, he briefly discussed 
the need of Mathematics in space 
study by discussing the use of 
string theory to determine the 
injection points in the satellite 
launch vehicle for study about 
Mars. He also mentioned the 
current status of the university 
which has developed from an 
engineering college to a university 
with Autonomous status.

Dr. Sundarammal Kesavan 

National Conference on Mathematical Techniques and Applications (NCMTA-2019)

Delegates of National conference on Mathematical Techniques and Applications-2019

introduced the chief guest 
and Alumnus Mr.  Kri t ik 
Abiram Govindan, Director 
and Chief Executive Officer, 
Anjana Software Solutions 
Private Limited, Chennai. In 
his inaugural address, the chief 
guest, Mr.Kritik Govindan was 
proud of being an alumnus of the 
then SRM Engineering College 
and he  shared his growth in his 
career from IT personnel to an 
entrepreneur to the audience. 
He emphasized the need for 
developing analytical abilities 
and the importance of Linear 
Algebra in the 21st century. This 
was followed by the release of 
the conference proceedings. 
Vote of thanks was given by 
one of the coordinator Dr. P. 
Sambath. There were eight 
eminent speakers drawn from 
esteemed institutions like IITs, 
NITs, Bangalore University, Anna 
University and BARC Mumbai 
who enthralled the audience with 
their presentations ranging from 
basics to current research in the 
field of Mathematics. The first 
lecture was delivered by Dr. T. N. 
Shanmugam, Professor from Anna 
University, Chennai, who spoke 
on the use of Complex numbers in 
Engineering. He mentioned how 
complex functions are applied 
in the field of Engineering and 
Technology. The second speaker 
of the day was Dr. Debanik Roy 
from BARC, Mumbai who gave 
a session on the topic “IN-SITU 
Vibration Analysis of Flexible 

Robotic Systems using Interval 
Mathematics Model & Data 
Synthesis”. 

The post lunch session of 
the first day witnessed two 
more presentations “Numerical 
Simulation for a Class of 
Fractional Differential Equations” 
by Dr. A. S. V Ravi Kanth from 
NIT Krukshetra, Haryana and 
“Intervals of Invertible M-matrices 
and Inverse M-matrices” by 
Dr. K. C. Sivakumar from IIT 
Madras. Dr.Ravi Kant explained 
various numerical simulation 
methods and  how numerical 
simulation techniques are useful 
for Engineers to get solutions of 
fractional differential equations. 
Dr.K.C. SivaKumar narrated about 
the existence and uniqueness of  
Invertible M-matrices and inverse 
M-matrices and also informed 
their effective applications in the  
field of optimization problems. 

The second day had an early 
start with two invited talks 
by Dr. J. Baskar Babujee on 
“Cordial Words Recognized by 
Automata” and the presentation 
by Dr. B. Krishna Kumar on 
“Retrial Queueing System for 
the Performance of ARQ Error 
Control in an LTE Transmission 
System” both dignitaries were 
from Anna University, Chennai. 
Dr.J.Baskar Babujee explained the 
basic concepts about grammar, 
automata, Language, cordial 
labelling with examples and 
informed how they are generated 
and applied in the field of 

Computer Science. Dr.B.Krishna 
Kumar briefly explained about 
the  key features of Retrial 
Queueing system, the concepts, 
the process were interpreted with 
examples. He also highlighted 
that Mathematicians are given 
importance in France and other 
European countries  and explained 
how Mathematicians are given 
importance at par with any other 
Engineer in their country.   

The  a f te rnoon sess ion 
witnessed talks by the plenary 
speakers Dr. H. P. Rani from 
NIT Warangal on the topic 
“Hydrodynamic Instability 
and Transition to Turbulence” 
followed by Dr. G. Nanjundan’s 
session on Characterization 
of Zero-Inflated Continuous 
Distributions.  Dr.H.P.Rani, 
Associate Professor, NIT, 
Warangal insisted the need for 
any dynamical system to be stable 
and the criteria for instability of 
Magnetohydro dynamical systems 
with Turbulence flow character. 
Dr.Nanjundan highlighted 
the importance of continuous 
distributions and the need for 
characterization of zero inflated 
continuous distributions in 
Statistical analysis. 

The conference received 275 
research papers of which 225 
were selected for presentation 
after peer review. Nearly seventy 
participants represented India as 
a whole from states like Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Haryana, Rajasthan and 

the remaining from Tamilnadu. 
There was a paper from Portugal 
paving way for an international 
conference in future. The paper 
presentations by the delegates 
took place in six parallel sessions 
organized on both the days of 
the conference. 

The two days function came 
to a close with the valedictory 
function which began with the 
welcome address given by Prof. 
K.S. Ganapathy Subramanian. 
Dr. N. Parvathi introduced 
the Chief Guest Mr. Madhan 
Shanmugasundaram (Alumnus 
SRMEC-1993 Batch) Director, 
Infosys Technologies Chennai. 
The chief guest explained the 
uses of Mathematics in day to day 
life and how it is being used in 
the field of space Science , stock 
market, film industry and  Dr. V. 
Srinivasan delivered the detailed  
conference report. The feedback 
given by the participants was in 
appreciation of the organizing 
committee and complimented 
all the participants for their 
contribution to the field of 
Mathematics. The coordinator of 
the conference Dr. S. Sangeetha 
proposed the vote of thanks. This 
was followed by distribution of 
certificates to the participants.  
The closing of the conference 
witnessed a sense of fulfillment 
from the participants in their 
feedback. The curtains came 
down with the National Anthem 
and a group photo session to 
add to our memories.
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The  Department of Computer 
Science and Applications  
organized a Special  program 
AWARDS FOR ACHIEVERS  
for encouraging  the students 
pursuing +2 from various schools

 Participation statistics 

No. of Students: 165
No. of Schools  : 046
No. of Parents   : 070
No. of Principals : 11

DR.J.Dhillipan proposed 
the welcome address. During 
his address he insisted that 
the students are responsible 
for identifying their talents 
and become achievers in their 
domain and they are the builders 
of the society. 

Dr.V.Subbiah Bharathi,  in 
his special address outlined 
the purpose of inviting schools 
and students for the function.  
He added that Tamil Nadu 
has been placed in number 1 
place for gross enrolment of 
students in the country . Also 
the pass percentage in our state 
is very high. 

In addition he added that the 
function like this is the forum 
where we connect students and 
institutions together.

He concluded his address 
by highlighting the various 
opportunities offered  by SRM 
and advised the students and 
parents to decide the career 
suitably. 

He advised the students to 
become achievers in their career 
and mentioned few achievers 
from the campus

A girl student from Mechanical 
Engineering got bronze medal 
in Commonwealth games. 

A Student of SRM designed 
the smallest missile and got 
Guinness world record..

A project designed for Indian 
Railways for running a train 
between Delhi and Agra-with 
water as fuel 

Two students from SRM are 
part of Indian cricket team 

Final ly  he  highl ighted 
that  the Chancellor of the 
University after visiting the 
areas affected by GAJA cyclone 
had announced a fee waiver of 
48 crore rupees for students 
studying from these districts.  He 
also mentioned the scholarship 

Awards for Achievers

provided by Puthiya Thalaimurai 
TV. DR.S.Kannappan,  in his 
inaugural address outlined the 
importance of higher studies and 
mentioned that more number 
of students appear for higher 
studies from Tamilnadu. He 
insisted that career is much 
more important for students 
and requested the parents to 
guide the students for achieving 
their goals.

He advised the students to 
follow the quote of Dr.APJ Abdul 
Kalam ‘You should decide what 
you want to become and nobody 
can stop you’ . He added further  
that the students must follow the 
principle of ‘Learning by doing’. 

He concluded his address by 
giving some examples from the 
life of how Swami Vivekanandha 
and King Alexander were able 
to achieve their goals in life 
besides the failure they had. 
The teachers and parents must 
support the students to fulfil 
their dreams so that they can 
achieve their dreams better.

DR.R.Arthanari in his special 
address outlined the importance 
of the function and how the 
students can plan their career by 
identifying their domain form 
the various courses  offered by 
SRMIST. He recommended 
that this is the right time for 
the students to select the area of 

their expertise with the help of 
parents and teachers. The students 
can shall visit to campuses like 
SRM and elevate their skills.

He narrated one Thirukkural 
‘Thondril Pugazhodu Thondruga..’ 
and explained how a student 
can become an expert in his 
domain and become an achiever.  
This thirukkural will guide 
the students how to become a 
achiever by means of  creativity 
and curiosity. The students 
and participated from various 
schools were awarded with 
achievers award. Certificates 
and prizes were distributed by 
Dr.R.Kannappan - Chief Guest.

DR.P.Sekar  in his felicitations 
narrated  the importance of  
how the students can plan their 
career, decide their course and 
select the college. He added that 
various courses are available for 
the students and advised them 
to select the best institution in 
the nation. He concluded  his 
address by requesting the students 
to follow the quote of Swami 
Vivekanandha ‘Arise Awake 
and Stop not Till your Goal is 
reached’. Finally the invited 
Principals from various schools 
were honoured by presenting a 
memento  from the institution. 
Mrs.Shyamaladevi -Coordinator 
proposed the vote of thanks
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The conference called 
for intense discussions 
and deliberation with 
many working papers  
and draft resolutions
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The right kind of motivation 
goes a long way for an individual. 
With the same essence in mind, 
SRM Institute of Science and 
Technology organized an event 
under the UNNAT BHARAT 
ABHIYAN-a sports and cultural 
competition for school students.

Butterflies took off as a vision 
to help the government school 
students to aim higher in their 
lives and make a difference. 
The event day was a day full 
of emotions and enthusiasm 
for these budding young minds 
of the state of Tamil Nadu as 
SRM IST organizes its 11th 
edition of Butterflies. A total 
of 915 students participated in 
this jamboree.Multiple events 
were organized with the aim to 
make this one of the best days 
of their lives, for it’s believed 
that with love and passion, 
anybody can be motivated to 
build themselves a secure and 
happy future. The day started at 
9:30 AM with some enthusiastic 
athletic events which consisted 

The delegates at the Inauguration Ceremony.

The chief guests, Dr Balamurugan J and Dr Gokul Devendran along 
with Miss Ishita Malhotra, the Secretary General of SRMIEC’18.

ESHA DUTTA

The Indian Energy Conference 
is an annual, two-day conference 
set in a MUN model. It was 
witnessed this year recently in 
collaboration with Lonepack 
and Engineers without Borders, 
SRM KTR chapter. 

Delegates from all over 
the country enthusiastically 
participated in this year’s edition 
which consisted of five councils, 
each with a Chairperson and 
a Vice-Chairperson on the 
Executive Board. The councils 
were: Council for Environmental 
Security, The Futuristic Energy 
Crisis Committee, The Persistent 
Past Committee, and The Indian 
Council for Sustainable Energy 
Development. Each committee 
was dedicated to discussing, 
debating, and analyzing energy 
and its future across the world.

The first day initiated with an 
inauguration ceremony. The chief 
guests for this event were Dr 
Balamurugan J, an engineer at 

Being aware of Energy Issues

the Tamil Nadu Electrical Board 
and Dr Gokul Devendran, an 
environmentalist and a scientist 
from ISRO. This was followed 
by a day full of intense debates, 
discussions and lobbying by 
representatives and delegates 
of various countries as they 
attempted to reach a unanimous 
decision with respect to their 
pending draft resolutions. The 
first day ended with the eagerly 
awaited DJ night which helped 
the participants let their hair 
down after a long day of hard 

work. This night full of fun and 
frolic was thoroughly enjoyed by 
them. The debates continued on 
the second day. The conference 
ended with an award ceremony.

The conference  ca l led 
for intense discussions and 
deliberation with many working 
papers and draft resolutions. And 
it left the participants motivated 
and inspired to become more 
aware of national and international 
issues pertaining to energy and 
its relevant sectors.

Spreading Wings
of a 100m sprint, a 400m relay 
and shot put.

Students were also engaged 
in other exciting events like a 3 
legged race, skipping and slow 
cycle race.

After a lot of sports activities 
and competitions, students 
participated in essay writing, 
painting, pencil drawing, 
thirukural competition and 
quizzes to challenge their minds. 
Their enthusiasm and will to win 
only showed us how capable 
they truly are.

These events went on until 
1 pm, after which a fulfilling 
lunch was served. After an 
hour of resting, the students 
were up and ready for more. 
A medical camp was set up 
in campus for students to get 
themselves checked. There was 
an orthodontist, ENT specialist, 
dermatologist, dentist and a 
general physician available 
at the camp from morning till 
noon. They were then escorted 
to the medical auditorium and 
entertained via some beautiful, 

melodious and energy packed 
cultural events. The event 
concluded by announcing the 

winners of each competition 
and distributing Prizes to them. 
This marked the end of the day 

as the students were left with 
sweet memories and uncrushable 
motivation to be better people.
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The Faculty Development 
Program on Simulation- 
Based Medical Education 
–(Level-1) was conducted 
successfully, recently at the  
SRM / Stratus Centre for 
Medical Simulation, SRM 
MCH & RC. This educational 
activity is accredited with 
Tamilnadu Medical Council 
(TNMC) credit hours. We 
are extremely thankful to the 
management for supporting 
the program. 

The Simulation Centre has 
the latest and upgraded High-
fidelity simulation equipment 
and supplies, which provide 
realistic simulated environment 
for the program.  The newly 
acquired Quality Cardio–
Pulmonary Resuscitation 
(QCPR) manikins meets the 
AHA CPR feedback device 
requirements. These have 
the advantage of  enabling  
the students to make their 
self- assessment using the  
Laerdal QCPR mobile app 
which can be downloaded on 
their mobile  phones to learn 
the  important life-saving 
skills of Cardio–Pulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR) correctly 
as an individual and as a team.

The program was inaugu-
rated by the Dean (Medical), 
Prof. Dr.A. Sundaram. 

The participants were 
:  Dr.K.  Subramaniyan 
(Professor, General Medicine), 
Dr. R. Jai Vinod Kumar, ( 
Professor, Surgery), Dr.P. 
Karthikeyan (Associate 
Professor, Paediatrics), Dr.R. 
Sangeetha (Assistant Professor, 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology), 
Dr.VM. Harikrishnan (Senior 
Resident, Orthopaedics) 
and Dr. Rachula Daniel ( 

Simulation- Based Medical Education

Head- SRM / Stratus Centre for 
Medical Simulation) of SRM 
MCH & RC, Dr. C. Saravanan 
(Professor, OMFS, Kattankulathur 
Dental College), Ms.D.Anandhi 
(Associate Professor, College of 
Physiotherapy) and Ms.A. Sheeba 
Jebakani (Associate Professor, 
College of Nursing). It is note-
worthy that the participants are 
American Heart Association 
(AHA) accredited Instructors, 
who regularly conduct simulation 
– based classes at  the Simulation 
Centre and this program would 
be beneficial to upgrade their 
knowledge and skills. The training 
was provided by Educational 
Service Specialist, Ms. Princy 
from Laerdal Medical India 
Pvt Ltd. 

The program comprised of :
1. Pre-test .

2. Circle of Learning – Knowledge 
acquisition, Skills proficiency, 
Critical Thinking/ Decision 
making, Simulation in teams, 
Clinical experience and 
practice.

3. Hands-on simulation sessions 
using High-Fidelity Patient 
Simulator- SIMMAN 3G , 
Quality Cardio–Pulmonary 
Resuscitation (QCPR) manikins 
and SIM-PAD.

4. Designing simulation-based 
modules  us ing LLEAP 
software.

5. Debriefing.

6. Post-test.

At the end of the program, 
feed back was obtained and 
the participants are confident to 
effectively integrate simulation-
based topics during their classes, 
which will be beneficial to the 
students. The Level-2 and 3 
programs will be held in the 
upcoming months, to leverage 
on the knowledge gained so far. 

The Dean (Medical), Prof.Dr. A. Sundaram  inaugurating  
the Simulation-Based Medical Education – Faculty Development Program

Participants practicing on Hi- fidelity  
Human patient Simulator -SIMMAN 3G

Orientation to Simulated Environment, medical equipment and 
supplies being given by the Educational Service Specialist

The Dean (Medical), Prof.Dr. A. Sundaram  
interacting with participants  

STAFF WRITER

Electric Bike Racing Challenge 2019 is a multi-disciplinary 
engineering competition organised by SRM Institute of Science and 
Technology, Kattankulathur in association with AMT Motocorp 
to propel the development of eco-friendly electric vehicles  in 
the country. EBRC is the first E-bike event held at SRMIST. 

The aim of this competition is to make India a leading force 
in the E-mobility segment and ensure the constant growth of 
engineering principles among aspiring innovators. Events such 
as Brake test, Rain test, Auto-cross, Business plan presentation, 
Innovation & Design and Endurance were part of the competition.

Teams, line up!
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The Department of Chemistry, 
SRM Institute of Science and 
Technology organised the 3rd 
international conference on Recent 
Advances in Material Chemistry 
(ICRAMC - 2019) recently 
at SRMIST, Kattankulathur 
Campus in association with 
the Alternative Energies and 
Atomic Energy Commission 
(CEA), France. The event is 
sponsored by DST-SERB, Govt. 
of India and CSIR, India.

More than 300 technical papers 
were presented in 5 sessions 
and the presented papers will 
be submitted as full manuscripts 
for possible publication in 
technical journals – Materials 
Today Proceedings (Elsevier) 
/ Materials Research Express. 
The event saw participants from 
countries like France, USA, 
South Korea, Taiwan, Chile, 
China, USA, Japan, Thailand, 
Turkey to name a few. This 
conference with addressed the 
recent research advancements in 
the field of Materials Chemistry 
and the new strategies for the 
development of new materials 
for Global requirement.

For the inaugural event, 
The Chief Guest Padmashri, 

TANYA AGGARWAL
IYA MAURYA

October is a month that 
begins with the celebration and 
preparation of many festivals 
across the globe. Similarly in 
India, Navaratri is celebrated 
in every part of the country. A 
festival celebrated differently, 
believed differently but revolves 
around the common theme of 
“victory of good over evil”. And 
when it comes to Navaratri, 
dandiya is something that always 
accompanies it. Dandiya is 
a form of dance staging of a 
mock-fight between Goddess 
Durga and Mahishasura. People 
express their devotion and 
happiness by dancing on the 
beats of dholak and the sounds 
of synchronized dandiya sticks 
hitting together.

In an effort to harmonize 
different culture and keeping 

together the diversity and integrity, 
the Directorate of Student Affairs 
of SRM Institute of Science and 

Technology, Kattankulathur 
organized A Dandiya Night, 
especially for the students. The 

Aarti being offered to goddess Durga before the beginning of the main event

ICRAMC - 2019
Dr.Mylswamy Annadurai, 
Vice President, Tamil Nadu 
State Council for Science and 
Technology& Former Director, 
ISRO Satellite Centre, Bengaluru 
inaugurated the conference and 
released the proceedings. Prof. 
Dr. Sandeep Sancheti, Vice 
Chancellor SRMIST presided 
over the conference. Dr. M. 
Arthanareeswari, Convenor 
ICRAMC 2019 welcomed 
the delegates. Prof. Gilberte 
Chambaud, President of French 
Chemical Society, University of 
Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallée, France 
delivered the special address. 
Dr. K. Ananathanarayanan, 
Coordinator ICRAMC 2019 
introduced the chief Guest and 
Dr.S.M.Mahalingam, Associate 
Professor, SRMIST delivered 
the vote of thanks.

The conference features invited 
and contributed talks as well 
as poster sessions organized in 
different sessions. The invited 
speakers are globally recognized 
experts in the respective fields’ 
viz Prof. Gilberte Chambaud, 
President of French Chemical 
Society,University of Paris-Est 
Marne-la-Vallée,France,Dr. 
Eric Doris, Research Director, 
Alternative and Atomic Energy 
Commission CEA, France, 

Prof. Alain Wagner, Director 
of Biofunctional Chemistry 
Lab, CNRS, University of 
Strasbourg, France, Dr. Jean 
Christophe Cintrat, Head of 
Laboratory of Bioorganic 
Chemistry,CEAFrance, Prof. 
Majdi Hochlaf, University of 
Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallée,France 
Prof.  Chien-Hsiang Chang ,  
National Cheng Kung University, 
Taiwan,Prof .  Gui l laume 
Maurin,Charles Gerhardt 
Montpellier Institute  (ICGM),  
France, Prof. Li-Fang Wang, 
Dean, College of life science, 
Kaohsiung Medical University, 
Taiwan,  Prof .  Sundaram 
Gunasekaran, Director, CALS 
Global Programs, University 
of Wisconsin, Madison, USA, 
Dr. Dilek Çökeliler Serdaroğlu, 
Başkent Üniversity, Ankara,  
Turkey, Dr. Menard-Moyon 
Cécilia,University of Strasbourg, 
France, Dr. Chien-Hung Li, 
Kaohsiung Medical University, 
Taiwan, Dr. Soorathep Keawhom, 
Chulalongkorn University, 
Thailand, Dr. Sallustrau Antoine, 
CEA,  France, Dr. Dipankar 
Mandal, Institute of Nano Science 
and Technology (INST), Mohali, 
and Dr. Ravichandar Babarao, 
RMIT University, Melbourne, 
VIC, Australia.

event was held recently at T.P 
Audi ground. The ground was 
embellished with beautiful 

rangolis and diyas adding more 
to the serene environment. 
The event began with “aarti” 
followed by the main event, the 
garba and the dandiya dance. 
The students looked stunning 
in their traditional attire tapping 
their feet to the beats of gujarati 
songs. Any festival or an event 
is incomplete without food 
and so, this event too was 
accompanied by mouthwatering 
gujarati delicacies including 
fafda, jalebi, kaju katli, khaman, 
kachori and khammi. 

The happy and cheerful faces 
of the students made it clear 
that dandiya night united the 
people from different regions 
and different parts of the country, 
giving them a platform where 
they can come together and 
celebrate a common belief. “An 
evening without any stress, an 
evening full of lights, dance and 
food. We enjoyed ourselves to 
the fullest and for a moment 
made us feel like home” quoted 
one of the student who attended 
the event.

Dandiya Raas - 2K18
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SRMIST Volleyball Men Team won the all India Inter University Volleyball Tournament 
which was held in Kanpur, organised by CJSM University, Kanpur. SRMIST beat north Orissa 
University, GNDU Amristar, Bharathiyar Vidhyapeeth Pune, Punjabi University Pattiala and 
MG University Kottayam, respectively in the First Five matches. SRMIST, qualified to Friends, 
beat Anna University Chennai. Thus Winning the Tournament. SRMIST has once agnin won the 
tournament with a record of winning the All India Inter University Volleyball Tournment Tittle 
9 times and Runners up for 3 times from 2006 to till date.

V. AMRUTHA

We live in an age where 
there’s an urgency of learning, 
listening and looking into more. 
We’re well acquainted with the 
disruptive phenom that is virtual 
reality, which explodes one’s 
understanding of a subject into 
spatial narratives and fosters a 
closer relationship between the 
user and their environment. The 
use of virtual and augmented 
reality has been well documented 
in industries such as gaming, 
music, military training and even 
in the rehabilitation of mental 
illnesses. And being such a 
technological inevitability, this 
disruption has now taken over 
the architectural realm as well. 
Multi-disciplinary practices 
like DesignMorphine, Digital 
Intuition have taken their design 
intentions and experiences to the 
next level by taking the aid of 
virtual and  augmented reality. 

These realms have been broadly 
divided into three ‘realities’: 
Virtual reality, augmented 
reality and mixed reality. Virtual 
reality is purely in the virtual 
world, with spaces, objects and 
elements existing and interacting 
strictly as digital demographics. 
Augmented reality as the term 
suggests, ‘augments’ or more 
precisely, enhance reality as we 

Putting the AR in Architecture

Vivid visualisations : 
 An AR app developed by architects using Vuforia.

perceive with virtual elements, 
often interacting with the real 
environment but on a virtual 
plane. 

There is a need for the 
application and exploration 
of augmenting a spatial reality 
through virtual means and 
that’s where augmented reality 
plays its part. Multiple AR 
software and allied products 
have been developed or are 
in the development process, 
one critically successful being 

Vuforia. Vuforia is fundamentally 
a software development kit (SDK) 
which helps designers craft 
their own code for augmented 
reality applications.

When two dimensional 
drawings are viewed through 
such AR applications, these 
drawings ‘come to life’ and 
instant 3D renders and views 
are produced, realtime. 

With the advent of such an 
era, the ocean of possibilities 
seems to be endless.Carrier bags made by recycling coffee cups

ARPITA RAVI 

Project Ocean, under the Oxford Street department store 
Selfridges, first launched in 2011 with the intention of protecting 
endangered fish and has now spread into a worldwide phenomenon 
involving people from all countries and spheres of life, united to 
turn the tide on plastic pollution in our oceans. In 2018, Project 
Ocean had managed to remove all single-use plastic carbonated 
drinks bottles from their food halls and restaurants, in the belief 
that change starts with us, the common people, and the steps 
taken by them, big or small. 

Project Ocean presents an alarming statistic to us: about 400 
million tonnes of plastic are produced globally each year – 
almost equal to the weight of the entire human population - and 
only around 10% of that is recycled. Not only that, 8 million 
tonnes of plastic are dumped in the ocean every year - equal to 
five grocery bags of plastic on every foot of coastline around 
the globe. Scary, isn’t it?! Well, there’s more; there is an entire 
plastics patch floating in the Pacific Ocean right now. 

But what is Project Ocean’s contribution in this? Since the time 
of their conception, they’ve fought for 8 years to curb single use 
plastics and promote recycling. The organization has managed 
to stop selling beauty products containing microbeads, which 
absorb toxins in the water, can be easily ingested by marine 
animals and ultimately end up at one’s dinner plate. They’ve also 
recycled coffee cups to make carrier bags, and have changed their 
fish sourcing policy into a more responsible one. In their latest 
campaign, they’ve urged people to go #OneLess with plastic 
bottles and use refillable bottles to combat the overwhelming 
plastic waste. It is organizations like these that can help us save 
our planet.

Project Ocean: A Battle 
against Plastic Pollution

Project Ocean’s #OneLess campaign to use refillable bottles


