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"If a count were to be made of the ten topmost lawyers of the world,
I have no doubt that Mr. Palkhivala’s name would find a prominent
place therein” – H.R.Khanna

The Legendary Lawyer Of India: Nani Palkhivala

Nanabhoy ‘Nani’ Ardeshir Palkhiwala was a renowned lawyer who fought some of the most
crucial battles in Indian Constitutional history defending the fundamental rights of the
people, among other things. A distinguished jurist, an economist, a defender of constitutional
liberties, Nani Palkhivala was a man with multi-faceted personality. Palkhiwala’s story is not
just a journey of the legend who saved the Constitution but also an inspiring tale of an
extraordinary man who overcame all odds.

Palkhiwala was born in Bombay and he completed his Master’s degree in English literature
from St. Xaviers College. And thereafter he did law from Government Law college. He
wasn’t born with a silver spoon in his mouth. Rather he was born and brought up in
middle-class Parsi family.

Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973), also known as the Fundamental Rights case
is considered as the zenith of Palkhiwala’s fame and success. The main issue in this landmark
judgment was whether the Constitution can be amended/altered in such a way to take the
Fundamental rights of the citizens. Palkhiwala arguing from the side of the petitioner
persuaded the Apex court to accept the basic structure doctrine and this judgment was
considered as landmark in defining the concept of Basic Structure Doctrine. He made
another crucial role in the famous Bank Nationalization case were he made interesting legal
arguments for the petitioner challenging the validity of Banking Companies Act, 1969.
During the Emergency period, Palkhiwala and a group of lawyers fighting cases of civil
liberties then went to the apex court in November 1975 and challenged its suspension of all
fundamental rights. It was evident that Palkhivala wasn’t afraid of taking on the government.
Palkhiwala believed that ‘Political Freedom and civil liberty are the keystones of the Indian
Constitution. And he also said that our constitution is primarily shaped and molded for the
common man. He was also known as the Keeper of the Conscience of the Nation. Also
honored with Padma Vibhushan in 1998, Palkhiwala has unarguably made numerous
contributions to the legal fraternity and development of the political system in India.



Dr. Menaka Guruswamy is a Senior Advocate at the Supreme Court of India.

Through her litigation practice, she has successfully sought reform of the
bureaucracy in the country through fixed tenure, defended federal legislation that
mandates that all private schools admit disadvantaged children, and most recently
overturned section 377 the colonial-era law that criminalises consensual same-sex
relations. Dr Guruswamy is amicus curiae appointed by the Supreme Court in a
case concerning 1528 alleged extra-judicial killings by security personnel. In her
private law practice she litigates in the areas of civil law, commercial law and
white collar crime.

She was on Foreign Policy magazine’s list 100 most influential Global Thinkers
for 2019 and along with Arundhati Katju on Times Magazine’s 2019 list of 100
most influential people. In 2017, her portrait was unveiled at Rhodes House in
Oxford University.

Dr. Guruswamy has also advised the United Nations Development Fund, New
York and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), New York and UNICEF
South Sudan on International Human Rights Law and has also supported the
constitution-making process in Nepal.

Dr. Guruswamy’s most recent publications include, a co-edited volume of essays
on Founding Moments in Constitutionalism (Hart/Bloomsbury, 2019), an essay
on Constitution-Making in South Asia, in the Handbook on Constitution-Making
(Edward Elgar, 2019). She has written widely for publications including the New
York Times, the Indian Express, Hindustan Times, Mint and Scroll.in.

Dr. Guruswamy was educated at Oxford University, Harvard Law School and the
National Law School of India. She was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford and a
Gammon Fellow at Harvard. She has been visiting faculty at Yale Law School,
New York University School of Law and University of Toronto Faculty of Law.
She was the B.R Ambedkar Research Scholar and Lecturer in Law at Columbia
Law School from 2017-2019, where she taught constitutional design in post
conflict democracies.



1. As on April, 2022, the Indian
Constitution has been amended 104 times
since it was first enacted in 1950.

2.The Supreme Court of India has close
to 75,000 pending matters as on
April 4, 2022.

3.National Legal Service Authority
of India was formed on November 9,
1995 under the authority of the
Legal Services Authority Act, 1987
to provide free legal services to
the eligible candidates and to organize
Lok Adalats for speedy resolution of
cases.


