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Who can attend?
• Students studying at 11th & 12th standard, and

UG (Chemistry) levels can participate

Benefits of this competition
• By participating in the ‘crystal growing challenge’,

students will learn how to grow single crystals. This

will grow curiosity among the students to know

how crystals of the minerals grow naturally on the

earth crust; and the importance of single crystal in

Chemistry research.

• Participation in the quiz contest will help them to

explore beyond the textbooks, and think outside the

box. These will also help them to perform well in

other competitive exams for higher education.

DETAILS OF THE COMPETITIONS 

1. Crystal Growing Challenge

• A group of  2 students can grow single 

crystals at their home institute, and show-

case on the day of  competition at SRMIST.

• Multiple groups from one institute can 

participate in the competition.

• Participants should arrange chemical(s) for 

crystal growth.

• Each group should register separately. 

• Participation in the competition is free of  

any charge.

2. Quiz Competition (General 

Chemistry)

DATE AND TIME 

• 16 September 2022

• 10 am to 3 pm.

• Last Date of  Registration

• 07 Sept 2022
ADDRESS FOR COMMUNICATION

• All communications may be sent via 

email to:  goutamks@srmist.edu.in

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION  
• Three prizes will be given to the first, 

second and third winners  for each 

competition.  

PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATES
• Certificates would be issued to the 

registered participants only. 

ABOUT THE INSTITUTION

SRM Institute of Science and Technology is one

of the top ranking universities in India with over

50,000 students and 2,800 faculty members,

offering a wide range of undergraduate,

postgraduate and doctoral programs in Science,

Engineering, Management, Medicine, Health

sciences, and Humanities. It has established itself

as a premier centre for teaching, research and

industrial consultancy in the country. It has world

class infrastructure including smart classrooms, hi-

tech labs, advanced instruments and equipments,

research laboratories, modern library and Wi-Fi

facility. Ministry of HRD, Govt. of India placed

SRMIST in the category A’.

ABOUT THE DEPARTMENT

Department of Chemistry, SRM Institute of

Science and Technology, Kattankulathur, has been

engaged in opening up the fascinating world of

Chemistry to students since 1985. The Department

is supported by DST FIST, Govt. of India. The

Department is offering B.Sc. (Chemistry), M.Sc.

(Chemistry) and Ph.D. (Chemistry) programs. It

has 56 faculty members whose areas of expertise

and research include organic, inorganic, physical,

analytical, environmental, electrochemistry and

nanotechnology. The faculty members of the

department have contributed to academics by

publishing books, research articles in high-impact

peer-reviewed journals, presenting papers in

conferences, delivering guest lectures, and invited

talks. The Department has tie-ups with recognized

institutions, industries and R&D laboratories for

student projects, training and research activities.
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Department of Chemistry 

SRM Institute of Science and Technology 

Kattankulathur – 603203, Tamil Nadu. 

 

Report 

SRM Crystal Growing Challenge and Quiz Contest 2022 

(16 September, 2022) 

 

SRM Crystal Growing Challenge 2022, the first of its kind, was conducted by the Department of 

Chemistry, SRMIST, Kattankulathur, to out-reach the high school (11th and 12th) students and UG 

students from the neighbourhood. The programme was also combined with a quiz contest exclusively 

for the high school students to make it more attractive. The programme was intended to attract 

potential students’ community, and get to know more about SRMIST. There was no registration fee 

to participate in this programme. Prof. M. Arthanareeswari, HoD, Chemistry, was the convener, and 

the following faculty members were co-conveners: Dr. Goutam Kumar Kole, Dr. Venkatramaiah 

Nutalapati, Dr. Samarendra Maji, Dr. A. John Bosco, Dr. Ganesh Pandian, and Dr. Gopal Chandru 

Senadi. Three faculty members served as coordinators: Dr. Abhijit Saha, Dr. Dipankar Das, Dr. 

Rabindra Nath Das. Dr. J. Arockia Selvi, and Dr. Pushpa Malini, Dr. B. Natarajan, Dr. D. Paradesi 

helped the organising team in various ways.  

About 111 students from 9 different high schools, 24 UG (Chemistry) students registered for 

the programme. The participating schools are: (i) Loyola Academy CBSE Senior Secondary School, 

Vadamelpakkam; (ii) Sree Gokulam Public School, Chengalpattu; (iii) Little Jacky Matric Higher 

Secondary School, Chengalpattu; (iv) Bharathiar School, Guduvanchery; (v) SRM Public School; 

Guduvanchery; (vi) JRK Global School, Kattankulathur; (vii) Lightworkers Academy, 

Nallambakkam; (viii) Sivananda Rajaram Senior Secondary School (CBSE), Maraimalai Nagar; (ix) 

Gurukulam Matric Higher Secondary School, West Tambaram. Students at the UG level participated 

from the following colleges: Dr. MGR Educational and Research Institute, Maduravoyal; D. G. 

Vaishnava College, Arumbakkam, Chennai; and our own Department of Chemistry, SRMIST, 

Kattankulathur. 

In the morning, registration started at 9:00 am and students in a team of two members, 

displayed beautiful crystals of various commonly available chemicals, grown by themselves at their 

home institute, at the ground floor lobby at the University building. Innovative ideas of showcasing 

their crystals by the participants was commendable. The exhibition remained open for all to explore 

until 12:45 pm. Respected Dean CET, Dean Biotechnology, Dean Research, Director, Hotel 

Management, Associate director, campus-life, SRMIST are the dignitaries who graced the occasion 

of exhibition. All of them interacted with the young participants actively. We hope that the young 

students have been motivated and inspired by the valuable interaction with the dignitaries. A group 

of three-member judges inspected and interacted with the participants. Based on their evaluation, four 

teams were selected for prizes. The first prize was won jointly the teams of Bharathiar School, 

Guduvanchery (M. Duraimurugan, M. Jeevithan, S. Deepak, and H. Hasif Farhan); and Lightworkers 

Academy, Nallambakkam (D. Manish, and S. Meenatche Sri). The second prize went to the team of 

Loyola Academy CBSE Senior Secondary School, Vadamelpakkam (K. Sri Dharshan, and A. P. 
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Roshan Gershom). The third prize was won by team of SRM Public School; Guduvanchery (A. 

Rakshitha, and K. S. Bavithran). Considering lesser number of participants from the UG-students, 

only one award was given. A team of R. Vijayalakshmi and A. Keerthika from D. G. Vaishnava 

College, Arumbakkam, Chennai, was awarded the prize. 

After the lunch break, the quiz contest started at Room no. UB 1114. Quiz contest was open 

only for the high school students. A team of four students represented their schools. There were 9 

teams from 9 different schools. Other participants remained as audience. Some questions were 

reserved only for the audience to keep up them active. Based on the scores in the question-answer 

session, three teams were selected for award. The first prize was won by the team of Bharathiar 

School, Guduvanchery (D. K Jijeandran, K. Agustine, A. Rabiyathul Fathima, and R. Nishalini). The 

second prize was won by the team of Lightworkers Academy, Nallambakkam (J. Mukund, M. S. 

Nithin, K. Harjeeth, and V. Santhosh Kumar). The third award was given to Loyola Academy CBSE 

Senior Secondary School, Vadamelpakkam (K. Balaji, A. P. Roshan Gershom, K. Sri Dharshan, and 

A. Anthony Samy). 

Prof. M. Vairamani, Dean, Bio-Technology, graced the occasion of valedictory and prize 

distribution function at 3 pm. He also addressed the audience and enlightened them about the 

importance of crystals in scientific research. All the winners in both of the events were awarded with 

a memento and a certificate of recognition. All other participants were given a participation 

certificate. The certificates were signed by Prof. M. Arthanareeswari, HoD, Chemistry and Prof. D. 

John Thiruvadigal, Chairperson, School of Applied Sciences. The programme ended at 4 pm. The 

programme was well-received by the participants and accompanying teachers of various schools. We 

feel that the programme was a great success! 
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Figure: Some glimpses of various events the whole programme.  
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Figure: The brochure of the event, which was circulated for inviting various institutions. 
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Figure: The banner of the program. 

 

 

Figure: This certificate was given as ‘participation certificate’ to all the participants. 

 

 



6 
 

 

 

Figure: These two certificates were given the winers of two events – Crystal Growing Challenge 

and Quiz Contest. 



7 
 

The Details of Registered participants are given below. 
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